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UM ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR APPOINTED TO
CONGRESSIONAL P.W. COMMITTEE

MISSOULA-Dr. Robert R. Curry, associate professor of geology at the University of Montana, has
accepted a position on a newly-formed panel which will advise the Congressional Committee
on Public Works in matters of ecological and environmental policy.
Announced last week by Sen. Jennings Randolph (D.--W. Va.,), chairman of the Committee
on Public Works, the 12-member panel is composed of expert consultants who will provide
independent and technical guidance on the complex problems over which the committee has
jurisdiction.
"The growing concern among scientists concerning the degredation of our environment is
being transformed into the desire for action," Sen. Randolph said.

"Our panel of consul

tants will provide a new, direct channel of communication between the scientific community
and the legislative processes."
Dr. Curry, an environmental geologist, will offer advice concerning the national policies
related to extractive, nonrenewable resource use for forest and mineral resources in Montana.
He will also be concerned with local and national problems concerning air pollution, water
pollution and regional planning.
Although his appointment will necessitate frequent trips between Missoula and Washington,
D.C., Dr. Curry is certain that his experience with the panel will enhance his teaching
duties at UM.
"Because my teaching involves the work I will be doing for this panel, my own knowledge
will increase," said Dr. Curry.

"I will be conferring with colleagues who are experts on

national environmental problems."
Dr. Curry earned his undergraduate and master’s degrees at the University*of Colorado,
Boulder. He was awarded his doctorate from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1967.
Dr. Curry has been on the faculty of UM since 1969 and prior to that was an assistant
professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara.
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